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fisherman is out fishing with his son. Hearing- some birds
shrieking, the father asks what it means, the son interprets
their cries as the boy in the previous version interprets the
nightingale. His father flings him into the sea, and the rest
follows as before, except that the question between the ravens
is, which of two males shall have the hen-bird to wife ; the
old male had been her mate but had deserted her in a time
of scarcity, when the younger male had fed and cherished
her. The king decides for the younger male.
i. In a Russian version 1 which reproduces very closely
the former version of the Seven Wise Masters, a man hears
a nightingale singing a sad song and wishes that someone
could interpret it. His son, a child of six, says that he knows
what the nightingale is singing but fears to tell. His father
bids him speak out. His son says : " The bird says that a
day will come when you will serve me ; my father will pour
water for me and my mother will offer the towel." His
parents, enraged, set him adrift on the sea in a little boat.
He is picked up by a ship and brought to a country where
the king is plagued by three ravens, and the rest follows as
in the Seven Wise Masters ; the question between the ravens
being, as in the first case, whether the young one belongs to
the father or mother, and the king deciding for the father.
The son's visit to his parents and the fulfilment of his pre-
diction as to the water and the towel also follow as before.
k. In a Masurian version 2 a merchant sends his son to a
master to learn the language of birds. On his return his
father hears him conversing with a lark. With some difficulty
the son is persuaded to tell what the lark said to him, " When
you come back you will be a rich man but your father will
be poor ; your mother will wash your feet and your father
will drink the water." His parents are angry and give him
to a merchant to kill. The merchant takes the lad away in
his ship but does not kill him. They come to England, where
the king's son and daughter are ill of a scurf. The lad explains
that at the holy communion the prince and princess had thrown,
on the ground the consecrated bread which had been swal-
lowed by a toad. The toad is caught and boiled and the
1 L.    Leger,     Contes    populaires         2 M.   Toeppen,   Aberglauben   aus
slaves, No. xxxi. (from Afanasief).          Masuren? p. 150 sqq.